, Commissioner
Rehabilitation Services Administration, OSERS
U.S. Department of Education

Dear Commissioner ,

In accordance with Section 752 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (Act), we
are applying for an Independent Living Services for Older Individuals Who are Blind
(IL-OIB) grant for fiscal years on behalf of the State of
for such amounts as our agency may be entitled to receive.

We agree to administer the formula grant program in accordance with the Federal
requirements in the enclosed signed assurances.

The name of the director, the designated state agency, and the address of the agency
are:

State law allows payment directly to the designated state agency or requires payment to
be made to:

The DUNS number of the payee agency is

(Signature of Director)

(State)

(Date)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
REHABILITATION SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTORY

REGION 1
Allen Kropp
RSA Regional Commissioner-01
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
J.W. McCormack Post Office

& Court House, Room 502
Boston, Massachusetts 02109
PHONE: (617) 223-4085
FAX: (617)223-4573
TTY: (617) 223-4097
E-MAIL: allen.kropp@ed.gov
-- Connecticut
-- Maine
-- Massachusetts
-- New Hampshire
-- Rhode Island
-- Vermont

REGION II1

Ralph N. Pacinelli

RSA Regional Commissioner-03
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
The Wanamaker Building, Suite 512
100 Penn Square East

Philadelphia, PA 19107

PHONE: (215) 656-8531

FAX: (215) 656-6188

TTY: (215) 656-6186

E-MAIL: ralph.pacinelli@ed.gov

-- Delaware

-- District of Columbia

-- Maryland

-- Pennsylvania

-- Virginia

-- West Virginia

REGION II

Allen Kropp

RSA Regional Commissioner-02
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
75 Park Place, 12" Floor

New York, NY 10007

PHONE: (212) 264-4016

FAX: (212) 264-3029

TTY: (800) 437-0833

E-MAIL: allen.kropp@ed.gov
-- New Jersey

-- New York

-- Puerto Rico

-- Virgin Island

REGION 1V

Ralph N. Pacinelli

RSA Regional Commissioner-04
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
61 Forsyth Street, S.W., Room 18T91
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104
PHONE: (404) 562-6330

FAX: (404) 562-6346

TTY: (404) 562-6347

E-MAIL: ralph.pacinelli@ed.gov

-- Alabama ‘

-- Georgia

-- Florida

-- Kentucky

-- Mississippi

-- North Carolina

-- South Carolina

-- Tennessee




REGION V

Joe Cordova

RSA Regional Commissioner-05
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
111 North Canal Street, Suite 1048
Chicago, Illinois 60606-7204
PHONE: (312) 886-8630

FAX: (312) 353-8623

TTY: (312) 886-8621

E-MAIL: joe.cordova@ed.gov

-- Illinois

-- Indiana

-- Michigan

-- Minnesota

-- Ohio

-- Wisconsin

REGION VII

Joe Cordova

RSA Regional Commissioner-07
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2212
Kansas City, Missouri 64114
PHONE: (816) 268-0474
FAX: (816) 268-0448

TTY: not available at the time
E-MAIL: joe.cordova@ed.gov
-- Iowa

-- Kansas

-- Missouri
-- Nebraska

REGION VI

Loerance Deaver

RSA Regional Commissioner-06
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
Harwood Center

1999 Bryan Street, Room 2740
Dallas, Texas 75201-6817
PHONE: (214) 880-4927

FAX: (214) 880-4931

TTY: (214) 880-4933

E-MAIL: loerance.deaver@ed.gov
-- Arkansas

-- Louisiana

-- New Mexico

-- Oklahoma

-- Texas

REGION VIII

Loerance Deaver

RSA Regional Commissioner-08
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
1244 Speer Boulevard, Suite 310
Denver, Colorado 80204-3582
PHONE: (303) 844-2135

FAX: (303) 844-6269

TTY: (303) 844-6079

E-MAIL: loerance.deaver@ed.cov
-- Colorado

-- Montana

-- North Dakota

-- South Dakota

-- Utah

-- Wyoming




REGION IX

Noel Nightingale

RSA Regional Commissioner-09
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
50 United Nations Plaza, Room 215
San Francisco, California 94102
PH: (415) 556-4070

FAX: (415) 437-7848

TTY: (415)437-7845

E-MAIL: noel.nightingale @ed.gov
-- American Samoa

-- Arizona

-- California

-- CNMI

-- Guam

-- Hawaii

-- Nevada

-- Palau

REGION X

Noel Nightingale

RSA Regional Commissioner-10
U.S. Department of Education/OSERS
915 Second Avenue, Room 2848
Seattle, Washington 98174-1099
PH: (206) 220-7840

FAX: (206) 220-7842

TTY: (206) 220-7849

E-MAIL: noel.nightingale @ed.gov
-- Alaska

-- Idaho

-- Oregon

-- Washington




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES
REHABILITATION SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Dear Designated State Agency:

This letter concerns funding of your State's Independent Living Services for Older
Individuals Who Are Blind (IL-OIB) program for fiscal years (FY) 2005-2007. The
IL-OIB program is authorized under Section 752 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as
amended (Act), to (1) provide independent living services to older individuals who are
blind (enumerated in section 752(e)(1) of the Act); (2) conduct activities that will
improve or expand services for such individuals; and (3) conduct activities to help
improve public understanding of the problems of such individuals. The Act requires that
the Commissioner may not make a grant for this program unless the State involved
agrees that the grant will be administered solely by the agency described in section
101(a)(2)(A)(i) of the Act.

The Act requires that each State and territory receive a minimum allotment as
determined in section 752(j)(2)(A) and (B), and inasmuch as this is a formula grant, the
allotment available to your State each year may vary according to the Federal
appropriation level and relative population changes. In addition, section 752(f)(1) and
(2) of the Act stipulates that the State shall provide directly or through donations (in
cash or in kind, fairly evaluated) from public or private entities, non-Federal
contributions toward the costs of the program in an amount that is not less than $1 for
each $9 of Federal funds provided in the grant. A State may expend a grant through
grants to public and nonprofit agencies or organizations.

Please complete the process described below by the specified deadline, in order that
the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) has sufficient time to review and
approve the application prior to the beginning of the next three-year grant cycle, which
begins on October 1, 2004.

To apply for and request IL-OIB funds, you must sign and/or complete three
documents:

1. IL-OIB Assurances;
2. form letter used to transmit the application to RSA; and
3. the annual certification regarding lobbying, as required of all U.S.

Department of Education grantees.

These three documents constitute your application and request for Federal assistance.
Please submit the original signed documents to the RSA Commissioner and a copy to
your Regional Commissioner by . RSA must receive these documents
to award your State's IL-OIB grant in FY 2005. To assist with your transmittal of these

documents, we have enclosed a list of the Regional Commissioners.

400 MARYLAND AVE., S.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202
www.ed.gov

Our mission is to ensure equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation.



Please do not hesitate to contact the Independent Living Branch of the RSA Central
Office or the appropriate RSA Regional Office if you have any questions. Thank you for
your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

g’@ﬂwu LUcm

Commissioner

Enclosures

cc:  RSA Regional Commissioner



OMB No. 1820-NEW
Expires: September 30, 2007

STATE ASSURANCES
INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES FOR OLDER INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE BLIND

TITLE VII, CHAPTER 2 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973, AS AMENDED

(Name of Agency)
has been designated by the State as the sole State agency authorized to provide
rehabilitation services to individuals who are blind, and, as the Designated State
Agency (DSA) will solely administer the Independent Living Services for Older
Individuals Who are Blind (IL-OIB) program under section 752(a)(2) of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (Act).

Grant funds will be expended only for the purposes described in § 752(d) of the
Act and 34 CFR 367.1.

The State will make available directly or through donations from pubiic or private
entities, non-Federal contributions toward the costs of the program in an amount
that is not less than $1 for each $9 of Federal funds provided in the grant.

(§ 752(f) of the Act and 34 CFR 367.11(b)).

The DSA will seek to incorporate into and describe in the State plan under
section 704 of the Act any new methods and approaches relating to IL services
for older individuals who are blind that are developed by and determined to be
effective from projects funded under the IL-OIB program. (§ 752(h) of the Act
and 34 CFR 367.11(c))

At the end of each fiscal year, the DSA will prepare and submit to the Secretary
a report, with respect to each project or program the DSA operates or
administers under this part, whether directly or through a grant or contract, that
contains, information that the Secretary determines necessary for the proper and
efficient administration of this program, including—

(1) The number and types of older individuals who are blind, including older
individuals who are blind from minority backgrounds, and are receiving
services;

(2) The types of services provided and the number of older individuals who
are blind and who are receiving each type of service;

(3) The sources and amounts of funding for the operation of each project or
program;

(4) The amounts and percentages of resources committed to each type of
service provided;

(5) Data on actions taken to employ and advance in employment, qualified—



PAGE TWO - IL-OIB ASSURANCES

(i) Individuals with significant disabilities;
(i) Older individuals with significant disabilities who are blind;
(i)  Individuals who are members of racial or ethnic minority
groups;
(iv)  Women; and
(v) Elderly individuals;
(6) A comparison, if appropriate, of prior year activities with the activities of
the most recent year; and
(7) Any new methods and approaches relating to IL services for older
individuals who are blind that are developed by projects funded under this
program. (§ 752(i)(2)(A) and 34 CFR 367.11(d))

6. The DSA will provide services that contribute to the maintenance of, or the
increased independence of, older individuals who are blind; and engage in: (1)
capacity-building activities, including collaboration with other agencies and
organizations; (2) activities to promote community awareness, involvement, and
assistance; and (3) outreach efforts. (§ 752(i)(2)(B) and 34 CFR 367.11(e)(1)(2))

7. The application is consistent with the State plan for providing IL services required
by section 704 of the Act and subpart C of 34 CFR part 364. (§752(i)(2)(C) and
34 CFR 367.11(f))

8. The DSA will meet each of the requirements set forth in Title VII, Chapter 2 of
the Act and 34 CFR Part 367.

NAME OF APPLICANT

PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

SIGNATURE DATE

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice:

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond
to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid
OMB control number for this information collection is 1820- _NEW . The time required
to complete this information collection is estimated to average 10 minutes per
response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources,
gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection. If you
have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or suggestions for
improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C.
20202-4651. If you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual
submission of this document, write directly to: Division of Program Administration, U.S.
Department of Education, 330 C Street, S.W., Mary E. Switzer Building, Room 3211,
Washington, D.C. 20202-2716.




Chapter 2--Independent Living Services
for Older Individuals Who are Blind

Sec. 751. Definition

For purposes of this chapter, the term "older individual who is blind" means an individual age 55
or older whose significant visual impairment makes competitive employment extremely difficult
to attain but for whom independent living goals are feasible.

Sec. 752. Program of Grants

(a) In General

(1) Authority for grants

Subject to subsections (b) and (c), the Commissioner may make grants to States for the purpose
of providing the services described in subsection (d) to older individuals who are blind.

(2) Designated state agency

The Commissioner may not make a grant under subsection (a) unless the State involved agrees
that the grant will be administered solely by the agency described in section 101(a)(2)(A)().

(b) Contingent Competitive Grants

Beginning with fiscal year 1993, in the case of any fiscal year for which the amount appropriated
under section 753 is less than $13,000,000, grants made under subsection (a) shall be--

(1) discretionary grants made on a competitive basis to States; or

(2) grants made on a noncompetitive basis to pay for the continuation costs of activities for
which a grant was awarded--

(A) under this chapter; or

(B) under part C, as in effect on the day before the date of enactment of the Rehabilitation Act
Amendments of 1992.

(c) Contingent Formula Grants

(1) In general

In the case of any fiscal year for which the amount appropriated under section 753 is equal to or
greater than $13,000,000, grants under subsection (a) shall be made only to States and shall be
made only from allotments under paragraph (2).

(2) Allotments

For grants under subsection (a) for a fiscal year described in paragraph (1), the Commissioner
shall make an allotment to each State in an amount determined in accordance with subsection (j),
and shall make a grant to the State of the allotment made for the State if the State submits to the
Commissioner an application in accordance with subsection (i).

(d) Services Generally

The Commissioner may not make a grant under subsection (a) unless the State involved agrees
that the grant will be expended only for purposes of--

(1) providing independent living services to older individuals who are blind,;

(2) conducting activities that will improve or expand services for such individuals; and

(3) conducting activities to help improve public understanding of the problems of such
individuals.

(e) Independent Living Services

Independent living services for purposes of subsection (d)(1) include--
(1) services to help correct blindness, such as--

(A) outreach services;

(B) visual screening;



(C) surgical or therapeutic treatment to prevent, correct, or modify disabling eye conditions; and

(D) hospitalization related to such services;

(2) the provision of eyeglasses and other visual aids;

(3) the provision of services and equipment to assist an older individual who is blind to become
more mobile and more self-sufficient;

(4) mobility training, braille instruction, and other services and equipment to help an older
individual who is blind adjust to blindness;

(5) guide services, reader services, and transportation;

(6) any other appropriate service designed to assist an older individual who is blind in coping
with daily living activities, including supportive services and rehabilitation teaching services;

(7) independent living skills training, information and referral services, peer counseling, and
individual advocacy training; and '

(8) other independent living services.

(f) Matching Funds

(1) In general
The Commissioner may not make a grant under subsection (a) unless the State involved agrees,
with respect to the costs of the program to be carried out by the State pursuant to such
subsection, to make available (directly or through donations from public or private entities)
non-Federal contributions toward such costs in an amount that is not less than $1 for each $9 of
Federal funds provided in the grant.

(2) Determination of amount contributed
Non-Federal contributions required in paragraph (1) may be in cash or in kind, fairly evaluated,
including plant, equipment, or services. Amounts provided by the Federal Government, or
services assisted or subsidized to any significant extent by the Federal Government, may not be
included in determining the amount of such non-Federal contributions.

(g) Certain Expenditures of Grants
A State may expend a grant under subsection (a) to carry out the purposes specified in subsection
(d) through grants to public and nonprofit private agencies or organizations.

(h) Requirement Regarding State Plan
The Commissioner may not make a grant under subsection (a) unless the State involved agrees
that, in carrying out subsection (d)(1), the State will seek to incorporate into the State plan under
section 704 any new methods and approaches relating to independent living services for older
individuals who are blind.

(i) Application for Grant

(1) In general
The Commissioner may not make a grant under subsection (a) unless an application for the grant
is submitted to the Commissioner and the application is in such form, is made in such manner,
and contains such agreements, assurances, and information as the Commissioner determines to
be necessary to carry out this section (including agreements, assurances, and information with
respect to any grants under subsection (j)(4)).

(2) Contents
An application for a grant under this section shall contain--

(A) an assurance that the agency described in subsection (a)(2) will prepare and submit to the
Commissioner a report, at the end of each fiscal year, with respect to each project or program the
agency operates or administers under this section, whether directly or through a grant or contract,
which report shall contain, at a minimum, information on--



(i) the number and types of older individuals who are blind and are receiving services;

(i) the types of services provided and the number of older individuals who are blind and are
receiving each type of service;

(iii) the sources and amounts of funding for the operation of each project or program;

(iv) the amounts and percentages of resources committed to each type of service provided;

(v) data on actions taken to employ, and advance in employment, qualified individuals with
significant disabilities, including older individuals who are blind; and

(vi) a comparison, if appropriate, of prior year activities with the activities of the most recent
year;

(B) an assurance that the agency will--

(i) provide services that contribute to the maintenance of, or the increased independence of,
older individuals who are blind; and

(ii) engage in--

(I) capacity-building activities, including collaboration with other agencies and organizations;
(IT) activities to promote community awareness, involvement, and assistance; and

(IIT) outreach efforts; and

(C) an assurance that the application is consistent with the State plan for providing independent
living services required by section 704.

(j) Amount of Formula Grant

(1) In general

Subject to the availability of appropriations, the amount of an allotment under subsection (a) for
a State for a fiscal year shall be the greater of--

(A) the amount determined under paragraph (2); or

(B) the amount determined under paragraph (3).

(2) Minimum allotment

(A) States

In the case of the several States, the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the amount referred to in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) for a fiscal year is the greater
of--

(i) $225,000; or

(ii) an amount equal to one-third of one percent of the amount appropriated under section 753
for the fiscal year and available for allotments under subsection (a).

(B) Certain territories

In the case of Guam, American Samoa, the United States Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, the amount referred to in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) for
a fiscal year is $40,000.

(3) Formula

The amount referred to in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) for a State for a fiscal year is the
product of--

(A) the amount appropriated under section 753 and available for allotments under subsection
(a); and

(B) a percentage equal to the quotient of--

(i) an amount equal to the number of individuals residing in the State who are not less than 55
years of age; divided by ;

(ii) an amount equal to the number of individuals residing in the United States who are not less
than 55 years of age.



(4) Disposition of certain amounts

(A) Grants

From the amounts specified in subparagraph (B), the Commissioner may make grants to States
whose population of older individuals who are blind has a substantial need for the services
specified in subsection (d) relative to the populations in other States of older individuals who are
blind.

(B) Amounts

The amounts referred to in subparagraph (A) are any amounts that are not paid to States under
subsection (a) as a result of--

(i) the failure of any State to submit an application under subsection (i);

(i) the failure of any State to prepare within a reasonable period of time such application in
compliance with such subsection; or

(iii) any State informing the Commissioner that the State does not intend to expend the full
amount of the allotment made for the State under subsection (a).

(C) Conditions
The Commissioner may not make a grant under subparagraph (A) unless the State involved
agrees that the grant is subject to the same conditions as grants made under subsection (a).

Sec. 753. Authorization of Appropriations
There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this chapter such sums as may be necessary
for each of the fiscal years 1999 through 2003.
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TITLE 34--EDUCATION
REHABILITATIVE SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PART 367--INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES FOR OLDER INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE
BLIND--Table of Contents

Subpart A--General

Sec. 367.1 What is the Independent Living Services for Older
Individuals Who Are Blind program?

This program supports projects that--

(a) Provide any of the independent living (IL) services to older
individuals who are blind that are described in Sec. 367.3(b);

(b) Conduct activities that will improve or expand services for
these individuals; and

(c) Conduct activities to help improve public understanding of the
problems of these individuals.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k(a) and (b))
Sec. 367.2 Who is eligible for an award?

Any designated State agency (DSA) is eligible for an award under
this program if the DSA--

(a) Is authorized to provide rehabilitation services to individuals
who are blind; and

(b) Submits to and obtains approval from the Secretary of an
application that meets the requirements of section 752(i) of the Act
and
Sec. Sec. 367.10 and 367.11.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k(a) (2))
Sec. 367.3 What activities may the Secretary fund?

(a) The DSA may use funds awarded under this part for the
activities
described in Sec. 367.1 and paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) For purposes of Sec. 367.1(a), IL services for older
individuals who are blind include--

(1) Services to help correct blindness, such as--

(i) Outreach services;

(ii) Visual screening;

(iii) Surgical or therapeutic treatment to prevent, correct, or



modify disabling eye conditions; and

(iv) Hospitalization related to these services;

(2) The provision of eyeglasses and other visual aids;

(3) The provision of services and equipment to assist an older
individual who is blind to become more mobile and more self-sufficient;

(4) Mobility training, Braille instruction, and other services and
equipment to help an older individual who is blind adjust to blindness;

(5) Guide services, reader services, and transportation;

(6) Any other appropriate service designed to assist an older
individual who is blind in coping with daily living activities,
including supportive services and rehabilitation teaching services;

(7) IL skills training, information and referral services, peer
counseling, and individual advocacy training; and

(8) Other IL services, as defined in section 7(30) of the Act and
as
listed in 34 CFR 365.22.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k (d) and (e))
Sec. 367.4 What regulations apply?

The following regulations apply to the Independent Living Services
for Older Individuals Who Are Blind program:

[ [Page 379]]

(a) The Education Department General Administrative Regulations
(EDGAR) as follows:

(1) 34 CFR part 74 (Administration of Grants to Institutions of
Higher Education, Hospitals, and Nonprofit Organizations), with respect
to subgrants to an entity that is not a State or local government or
Indian tribal organization.

(2) 34 CFR part 75 (Direct Grant Programs), with respect to grants
under subpart C.

(3) 34 CFR part 76 (State-Administered Programs), with respect to
grants under subpart D.

(4) 34 CFR part 77 (Definitions That Apply to Department
Regulations) .

(5) 34 CFR part 79 (Intergovernmental Review of Department of
Education Programs and Activities).

(6) 34 CFR part 80 (Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants
and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local Governments).

(7) 34 CFR part 81 (General Education Provisions Act--Enforcement).

(8) 34 CFR part 82 (New Restrictions on Lobbying).

(9) 34 CFR part 85 {(Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension
(Nonprocurement) and Governmentwide Requirements for Drug-Free
Workplace
(Grants)) .

(10) 34 CFR part 86 (Drug-Free Schools and Campuses).

(b) The regulations in this part 367.

(c) The following provisions in 34 CFR part 364:

(1) Section 364.4 (What definitions apply?).

(2) Section 364.5 (What is program income and how may it be used?)

(3) Section 364.6 (What requirements apply to the obligation of
Federal funds and program income?)

(4) Section 364.30 (What notice must be given about the Client
Assistance Program (CAP)?).



(5) Section 364.37 (What access to records must be provided?).

(6) Section 364.56 (What are the special requirements pertaining to
the protection, use, and release of personal information?).

(d) The following provisions in 34 CFR part 365:

(1) Section 365.13 (What requirements apply if the State's non-
Federal share is in cash?).

(2) Section 365.14 (What conditions relating to cash or in-kind
contributions apply to awards to grantees, subgrantees, or
contractors?) .

(3) Section 365.15 (What requirements apply if the State's non-
Federal share is in kind?).

(4) Section 365.16 (What requirements apply to refunds and
rebates?) .

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 796k)

Sec. 367.5 What definitions apply?

In addition to the definitions in 34 CFR 364.4, the following
definitions also apply to this part:

Independent living services for older individuals who are blind
means those services listed in Sec. 367.3(b).

Older individual who is blind means an individual age fifty-five or
older whose severe visual impairment makes competitive employment
extremely difficult to obtain but for whom IL goals are feasible.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 7963j)

Subpart B--What Are the Application Requirements?

Sec. 367.10 How does a designated State agency (DSA) apply for an
award?

To receive a grant under section 752(i) or a reallotment grant
under
section 752(j) (4) of the Act, a DSA must submit to and obtain approval
from the Secretary of an application for assistance under this program
at the time, in the form and manner, and containing the agreements,
assurances, and information, that the Secretary determines to be
necessary to carry out this program.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number
1820-0018)

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k(c) (2) and (i) (1))

Sec. 367.11 What assurances must a DSA include in its application?

An application for a grant under section 752(i) or a reallotment
grant under section 752(j) (4) of the Act must contain an assurance
that--

(a) Grant funds will be expended only for the purposes described in
Sec. 367.1;
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(b) With respect to the costs of the program to be carried out by
the State pursuant to this part, the State will make available,
directly
or through donations from public or private entities, non-Federal
contributions toward these costs in an amount that is not less than $1
for each $9 of Federal funds provided in the grant;

(c) In carrying out Sec. 367.1(a) and (b), and consistent with 34
CFR 364.28, the DSA will seek to incorporate into and describe in the
State plan under section 704 of the Act any new methods and approaches
relating to IL services for older individuals who are blind that are
developed by projects funded under this part and that the DSA
determines
to be effective;

(d) At the end of each fiscal year, the DSA will prepare and submit
to the Secretary a report, with respect to each project or program the
DSA operates or administers under this part, whether directly or
through
a grant or contract, that contains, information that the Secretary
determines necessary for the proper and efficient administration of
this
program, including--

(1) The number and types of older individuals who are blind,
including older individuals who are blind from minority backgrounds,
and
are receiving services;

(2) The types of services provided and the number of older
individuals who are blind and are receiving each type of service;

(3) The sources and amounts of funding for the operation of each
project or program;

(4) The amounts and percentages of resources committed to each type
of service provided;

(5) Data on actions taken to employ, and advance in employment,
qualified--

(i) Individuals with significant disabilities;

(ii) Older individuals with significant disabilities who are blind;

(iii) Individuals who are members of racial or ethnic minority
groups;

(iv) Women; and

(v) Elderly individuals;

(6) A comparison, if appropriate, of prior year activities with the
activities of the most recent year; and

(7) Any new methods and approaches relating to IL services for
older
individuals who are blind that are developed by projects funded under
this part;

(e) The DSA will--

(1) Provide services that contribute to the maintenance of, or the
increased independence of, older individuals who are blind; and

(2) Engage in--

(i) Capacity-building activities, including collaboration with
other
agencies and organizations;

(ii) Activities to promote community awareness, involvement, and
assistance; and



(iii) Outreach efforts;

(f) The application is consistent with the State plan for providing
IL services required by section 704 of the Act and subpart C of 34 CFR
part 364; and

(g) The applicant has been designated by the State as the sole
State
agency authorized to provide rehabilitation services to individuals who
are blind.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number
1820-0018)

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 711l(c) and 796k(d), (f), (h), and (i))

Subpart C--How Does the Secretary Award Discretionary Grants on a
Competitive Basis?

Sec. 367.20 Under what circumstances does the Secretary award
discretionary grants on a competitive basis to States?

(a) In the case of a fiscal year for which the amount appropriated
under section 753 of the Act is less than $13,000,000, the Secretary
awards discretionary grants under this part on a competitive basis to
States. :

(b) Subparts A, B, C, and E of this part govern the award of
competitive grants under this part.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k(b) (1))

Sec. 367.21 How does the Secretary evaluate an application for a
discretionary grant?

(a) The Secretary evaluates an application for a discretionary
grant
on the basis of the criteria in Sec. 367.22.
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(b) The Secretary awards up to 100 points for these criteria.
(c) The maximum possible score for each criterion is indicated in
parentheses.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 796k(b) (1) and (i) (1))

Sec. 367.22 What selection criteria does the Secretary use?

The Secretary uses the following criteria to evaluate an
application
for a discretionary grant:

(a) Extent of need for the project (20 points). (1) The Secretary
reviews each application to determine the extent to which the project
meets the specific needs of the program, including consideration of--

(i) The needs addressed by the project;



(ii) How the applicant identified those needs;

(iii) How those needs will be met by the project; and

(iv) The benefits to be gained by meeting those needs.

{2) The Secretary reviews each application to determine--

(i) The extent that the need for IL services for older individuals
who are blind is justified, in terms of complementing or expanding
existing IL and aging programs and facilities; and

{(ii) The potential of the project to support the overall mission of
the IL program, as stated in section 701 of the Act.

(b) Plan of operation (25 points). The Secretary reviews each
application to determine the quality of the plan of operation for the
project, including--

(1) The quality of the design of the project;

(2) The extent to which the plan of management ensures proper and
efficient administration of the project;

(3) How well the objectives of the project relate to the purpose of
the program;

(4) The quality and adequacy of the applicant's plan to use its
resources {including funding, facilities, equipment, and supplies) and
personnel to achieve each objective;

(5) How the applicant will ensure that project participants who are
otherwise eligible to participate are selected without regard to race,
color, national origin, gender, age, or disability;

(6) A clear description of how the applicant will provide equal
access to services for eligible project participants who are members of
groups that have been traditionally under-represented, including
members
of racial or ethnic minority groups; and

(7) The extent to which the plan of operation and management
includes involvement by older individuals who are blind in planning and
conducting program activities.

(¢) Quality of key personnel (10 points). (1) The Secretary reviews
each application to determine the qualifications of the key personnel
the applicant plans to use on the project, including--

(i) The qualifications of the project director;

(ii) The qualifications of each of the other management and
decision-making personnel to be used in the project;

(iii) The time that each person referred to in paragraphs (c) (1) (i)
and (ii) of this section will commit to the project;

(iv) How the applicant, as part of its nondiscriminatory employment
practices, will ensure that its personnel are selected for employment
without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, age, or
disability; and

(v) The extent to which the applicant, as part of its
nondiscriminatory employment practices, encourages applications for
employment from persons who are members of groups that have been
traditionally under-represented, including--

(A) Members of racial or ethnic minority groups;

(B) Women;

(C) Persons with disabilities; and

(D) Elderly individuals.

(2) To determine personnel qualifications under paragraphs
(c) (1) (1)
and (ii) of this section, the Secretary considers--

(i) Experience and training in fields related to the scope of the
project; and

{ii) Any other qualifications that pertain to the objectives of the



project.
(d) Budget and cost effectiveness (5 points). The Secretary reviews
each application to determine the extent to which--
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(1) The budget is adequate to support the project;

(2) Costs are reasonable in relation to the objectives of the
project; and

(3) The applicant demonstrates the cost-effectiveness of project
services in comparison with alternative services and programs available
to older individuals who are blind.

(e) Evaluation plan (5 points). The Secretary reviews each
application to determine the quality of the evaluation plan for the
project, including the extent to which the applicant's methods of
evaluation--

(1) Accurately evaluate the success and cost-effectiveness of the
project;

(2) Are objective and produce data that are quantifiable; and

(3) Will determine how successful the project is in meeting its
goals and objectives.

(4) (Cross-reference: See 34 CFR 75.590.)

(f) Adequacy of resources (5 points). The Secretary reviews each
application to determine the adequacy of the resources that the
applicant plans to devote to the project, including accessibility of
facilities, equipment, and supplies.

(g) Service comprehensiveness (20 peoints). (1) The Secretary
reviews
each application to determine the extent to which the proposed outreach
activities promote maximum participation of the target population
within
the geographic area served by the project.

(2) The Secretary reviews each application to determine the extent
to which the DSA addresses the unmet IL needs in the State of older
individuals with varying degrees of significant visual impairment. In
making this determination, the Secretary reviews the extent to which
the
DSA makes available appropriate services listed in Sec. 367.3(b),
which
may include any or all of the following services:

(i) Orientation and mobility skills training that will enable older
individuals who are blind to travel independently, safely, and
confidently in familiar and unfamiliar environments.

(ii) Skills training in Braille, handwriting, typewriting, or other
means of communication.

(iii) Communication aids, such as large print, cassette tape
recorders, and readers.

(iv) Training to perform daily living activities, such as meal
preparation, identifying coins and currency, selection of clothing,
telling time, and maintaining a household.

(v) Provision of low-vision services and aids, such as magnifiers
to
perform reading and mobility tasks.

(vi) Family and peer counseling services to assist older
individuals
who are blind adjust emotionally to the loss of vision as well as to
assist in their integration into the community and its resources.



(h) Likelihood of sustaining the program (10 points). The Secretary
reviews each application to determine--

(1) The likelihood that the service program will be sustained after
the completion of Federal project grant assistance;

(2) The extent to which the applicant intends to continue to
operate
the service program through cooperative agreements and other formal
arrangements; and

(3) The extent to which the applicant will identify and, to the
extent possible, use comparable services and benefits that are
available
under other programs for which project participants may be eligible.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number
1820-0018)

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 796k(b) (1) and (i) (1))

Sec. 367.23 wWhat additional factor does the Secretary consider?

In addition to the criteria in Sec. 367.22, the Secretary
considers
the geographic distribution of projects in making an award.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 796k(b) (1) and (i) (1))

Subpart D--How Does the Secretary Award Contingent Formula Grants?

Sec. 367.30 Under what circumstances does the Secretary award
contingent formula grants to States?

(a) In the case of a fiscal year for which the amount appropriated
under
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section 753 of the Act is equal to or greater than $13,000,000, grants
under this part are made to States from allotments under section
752(c) (2) of the Act.

{(b) Subparts A, B, D, and E of this part govern the award of
formula
grants under this part.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k(c))

Sec. 367.31 How are allotments made?

(a) For purposes of making grants under section 752(c) of the Act
and this subpart, the Secretary makes an allotment to each State in an
amount determined in accordance with section 752(j) of the Act.

(b) The Secretary makes a grant to a DSA in the amount of the
allotment to the State under section 752(j) of the Act if the DSa



submits to and obtains approval from the Secretary of an application
for

assistance under this program that meets the requirements of section
752 (1) of the Act and Sec. Sec. 367.10 and 367.11.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number
1820-0018)

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k(c) (2))

Sec. 367.32 How does the Secretary reallot funds under section
752(3) (4) of the Act?

(a) From the amounts specified in paragraph (b) of this section,
the
Secretary may make reallotment grants to States, as determined by the
Secretary, whose population of older individuals who are blind has a
substantial need for the services specified in section 752(d) of the
Act
and Sec. 367.3(b), relative to the populations in other States of
older
individuals who are blind.

(b) The amounts referred to in paragraph (a) of this section are
any
amounts that are not paid to States under section 752(c) (2) of the Act
and Sec. 367.31 as a result of--

(1) The failure of a DSA to prepare, submit, and receive approval
of
an application under section 752(i) of the Act and in accordance with
Sec. Sec. 367.10 and 367.11; or

(2) Information received by the Secretary from the DSA that the DSA
does not intend to expend the full amount of the State's allotment
under
section 752(c) of the Act and this subpart.

(c) A reallotment grant to a State under paragraph (a) of this
section is subject to the same conditions as grants made under section
752(a) of the Act and this part.

(d} Any funds made available to a State for any fiscal year
pursuant
to this section are regarded as an increase in the allotment of the
State under Sec. 367.31 for that fiscal year only.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number
1820-0018)

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k(3j) (4))

Sec. 367.40 What matching requirements apply?

(a) Non-Federal contributions required by Sec. 367.11(b) may be in
cash or in kind, fairly evaluated, including plant, equipment, or
services.

{b) For purposes of non-Federal contributions required by Sec.
367.11(b), amounts provided by the Federal Government, or services
assisted or subsidized to any significant extent by the Federal



Government, may not be included in determining the amount of non-
Federal
contributions.

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k (f))

Subpart E--What Conditions Must Be Met After an Award?
Sec. 367.41 When may a DSA award grants or contracts?

(a) A DSA may operate or administer the program or projects under
this part to carry out the purposes specified in Sec. 367.1, either
directly or through--

(1) Grants to public or private nonprofit agencies or
organizations;
or

(2) Contracts with individuals, entities, or organizations that are
not public or private nonprofit agencies or organizations.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this section, a DSA may enter
into assistance contracts, but not procurement contracts, with public
or

private nonprofit agencies or organizations in a manner consistent with
34 CFR 366.32(e).

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k (g) and (i) (2) (A))
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Sec. 367.42 When does the Secretary award noncompetitive continuation
grants?

(a) In the case of a fiscal year for which the amount appropriated
under section 753 of the Act is less than $13,000,000, the Secretary
awards noncompetitive continuation grants for a multi-year project to
pay for the costs of activities for which a grant was awarded--

(1) Under chapter 2 of title VII of the Act; or

(2) Under part C of title VII of the Act, as in effect on October
28, 1992.

(b) To be eligible to receive a noncompetitive continuation grant
under this part, a grantee must satisfy the applicable requirements in
this part and in 34 CFR 75.253.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number
1820-0018)

(Authority: 29 U.S.C. 796k(b) (2))



